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In fact, we may still do so. But our prayer is to God alone. Let us
see if He forsakes us. History provides no instance of God having ever
forsaken anyone; we need not then fear any such contingency.
Does it matter that the Immigration Bill has been passed? [The
penalty of] deportation has been added to [that of] imprisonment.
The two are first cousins. If one is prepared to stay in gaol for any
length of time, will one not be deported? In prison, one is confined
within four walls and feels like a caged lion. On deportation, the roaring
lion can fill the wilderness with his roars. It is not as if God dwelt only
in the Transvaal prisons. He is with us everywhere. Why, then, fear?
We have grown used to the idea of going to gaol. We have overcome
fear in that measure. When we become used to the idea of deportation,
we shall find it preferable [to imprisonment].
There are people who are afraid that the Government may even
recover the cost of deportation from those deported. This argument
betrays a lack of understanding. If we accept loss in money by going
to gaol, why not by deportation? We have accepted such loss as
inevitable. We cannot make the best of both worlds. Honour and
money, spiritual well-being and [the pleasures of] the body, happiness
and misery are the opposite of each other. The Indian community
is out to accomplish a formidable task; we hope therefore that the
question of money will not enter into its calculations.
The Indians of Johannesburg, Pretoria and Pietersburg were
arrested about the time when news of the Immigration Bill having
been passed came in. It was a happy augury. The persons who were
arrested had been hand-picked [earlier], most of them being fearless
individuals who put up a stiff fight against the law. We offer them
all our congratulations. We want them to remain unyielding till the
last, and keep in view the [admonitory] image of Ram Sundar1. Let
them face imprisonment. Let them face deportation. By the time this
appears in print, they will very likely have been enthroned in gaol
already.
Everything depends on a satisfactory answer to the question as
to what the others will do. General Smuts deserves to be congratulated
on the step that he has taken [of arresting the leaders]. We shall face
our real test now. If people at all set any store by their pledge, if their
honour is dear to them, there can be no greater misfortune for them
than submission to the new law. We should have nothing to do with
it whatever happens.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-1-1908
1 Vide the preceding item.